
Each year, a select group of women scholars combine their 
advanced academic training with in-depth Talmudic studies at 
a Beit Midrash for outstanding female PhD students. Organized 
and run by the Midrasha for Women – which is part of BIU's 
Ludwig and Erica Jesselson Institute for Advanced Torah 
Studies – the Beit Midrash cultivates elite cadres of female 
leadership who are highly proficient in both Torah and science.  

All participants are BIU Doctoral Fellows of Excellence who 
have backgrounds in Jewish learning. Not all have prior Talmud 
experience. 

"I believe in the importance of Torah study and its impact on 
my life," says Hadas Nevenzal, a PhD life sciences candidate, 
who is specializing in nanotechnology. "I have always been 
interested in Gemara – which is so central to Jewish thought 
and life – but I never had an opportunity to engage in intensive 
study until now."
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Cultivating Female
Torah U'Mada Leadership at 
the Midrasha

     Torah is an important 
part of my life, soul, and 
discourse with my family.”
“

A lecturer at the Midrasha and the Department of Hebrew and 
Semitic Languages, Dr. Meirav Tubul Kahana is a product of the 
Beit Midrash from a decade ago.

"I learned Torah on my own for many years, and wanted to gain 
greater expertise," she relates. "The program was excellent and 
gave me tools, knowledge and motivation to continue onward, 
to learn Gemara independently and also to transmit to others." 
She began teaching Talmud at Matan Raanana, Orot College and 
the Midrasha, in both the regular and intense Metivta tracks.

"At the Beit Midrash, we had an outstanding, cohesive group, 
and we're still in contact today. Some are prominent educators 
who also teach at the Midrasha and are role models for our 
students," she says, relating that in the past decade the 
Midrasha has made a conscious effort to bolster its ranks with 
more women teachers. 

The Beit Midrash, she says, fills a critical role "in drawing 
women to in-depth Oral Law study. In our generation, women 
who complete their PhDs and gain prominence in their fields 
must also be conversant with Halakhah and Gemara and able 
to influence the public discourse on marriage, divorce and 
other issues." 

Dr. Tubul Kahana hopes to pursue her academic research on 
mishnaic Hebrew as well as to create women's writings in 
Gemara and Halakhah – traditionally male areas. "We don't 
hear from the myriads of educated women because they 
don't publish Torah articles. Writing is very significant, it often 
creates public repercussions." 

Midrasha Fast Facts 
600 students • 30 lecturers • 80 courses in 
Bible, Halakhah, Gemara, Midrash, Philosophy

Convening twice weekly, students spend three hours pouring 
over Talmudic texts with their hevruta (study partner), 
followed by a summary session led by the Beit Midrash head, 
Rabbi Dr. Michael Abraham, a former Yeshiva teacher and a 
theoretical physicist who holds a PhD from BIU. 

Modeled after the finest Yeshivot, the Beit Midrash 
provides access to Torah Judaism's core – the Talmud, its 
commentators and poskim (Jewish legal decisors).  The 
women develop expertise in advanced independent Talmudic 
study. Delving into halakhic issues, they become acquainted 
with the logic and thought processes and sharpen their 
reasoning powers. At the end of the year, students submit a 
research project on a Talmudic subject. 

"I am gaining extensive knowledge in Talmud along with tools 
to learn a daf on my own," says Nevenzal. "Gemara learning is 
a mind-opener and even outside class, I now analyze issues 
differently. But above all, Gemara energizes me for the entire 
week." 

Drawn to the Beit Midrash because she "loves to learn," Hadas 
Weinrib says the shiurim "are fascinating and on a higher level 
than I have encountered elsewhere." The electrical engineering 
student, who's pregnant with her fourth child, enthuses: "It's 
a great, intellectually challenging program." In her "spare 
time" she offers guidance and explains the significance of 
Jewish marriage to secular couples, on behalf of the Tzohar 
organization.

Enrolled in the Beit Midrash for the past three years, 
neuroscience student Haya Brama is pleased to be "learning 
Gemara in a comprehensive manner," while "making friends 
with women who are very similar to me." Married with three 
young children, Brama is grateful for the generous stipend, 
since Doctoral Fellows of Excellence are precluded from 
working. "Torah is an important part of my life, soul, and 
discourse with my family," notes Brama, who gives Jewish 
study classes in her community. 

Since its founding in 2002, the Beit Midrash has garnered 
favorable feedback, with students reporting marked progress 
in their learning and a positive impact on their homes and 
surroundings.  Many are motivated to continue their Talmudic 
studies and teach. In fact, several Midrasha lecturers are 
program graduates.

"To the best of my knowledge there are few, if any, comparable 
frameworks that provide elite cadres of talented women 
with intellectual and Torah challenges," observes Rabbi Dr. 
Abraham. "This is a unique Beit Midrash that plays a key role 
in creating female Torah leadership, which is a big step toward 
empowering women and strengthening Torah." 
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